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ful, caoricions, and would prove that his previous retire-
ment was ill-considered and ill-informed. It would disturb
and alarm Europe. But you have, nevertheless, to fight
against great odds. It is MADRE NATURA against ST.
PETER'S. Never was the abomination of the world so
active as at present. It is in. the very throes of its fell
despair. To save itself, it would poison in the Eucharist.1

1 And if I fail ? ' said Colonna,

' You will not fail. On the whole his interest lies on
our side.'

* The sacerdotal influences are very strong there.    When
the calculation of interest is fine, a word, a glance, some-
times a sigh, a tear, may have a fatal effect.'

* All depends upon him,' said Theodora.    * If he were to
disappear from the stage, interference would be impossible.'

* But he is on the stage, and apparently will remain/

4 A single life should not stand between Rome and free-
dom/

' What do you mean ? '

41 mean that Bomolo Colonna should go to Paris, and
free his country/

CHAPTER LVIL

WHEN Captain Muriel and his detachment returned to the
camp, they found that the force had been not inconsiderably
increased in their absence, while the tidings of the disposi-
tion of the Italian army, brought by the recruits and the
deserters from the royal standard, cherished the hopes of
the troops, and stimulated their desire for action. Theodora
had been far more communicative during their journey
back than in that of her departure. She was less absorbed,
and had resumed that serene yet ever sympathising cha-
racter which was one of her charms. Without going into